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LOTTERY SUCCESS 


FOR TOC H COSBY Ve 


osby Branch wins the lottery? 
( Well, not exactly. What HAS 

happened is that the Branch 
has just received a grant from the 
National Lottery Community Fund 
of £62,500... and didn't even have 
to buy a ticket! 


The grant will allow a major upgrade 
to the Branch property. It will become 
the sole public building in Cosby with 
facilities for the disabled, and will 
also be able to offer wider facilities 
for other community groups. A new 
office will be a centre of shared 
human resources, and give a private 
area where confidential advice can be 
given. Upgrading to the kitchen and 
roof will ensure the building is in a 
suitable condition for community use. 


This grant is the culmination of two 
years of hard fund-raising by the 
branch. Initially Help The Aged 
helped Toc H fund a feasibility 
study, and the detailed plans. There 
have been many other, smaller 
scale, fund-raising efforts and the 
warm response of the community 
shows how much the Branch work 
is valued. Support from local and 
District Councils, and the CVS, has 
been a feature of the campaign. 


Cosby Branch is 60 years old. 
Members have always worked to 
‘Bring people together’, and they 
have done this through fund-raising 
events, educational and advice 
sessions, and organising outings. 
Our picture shows a fund-raising 
event in the Branch premises in 
aid of ‘Guide Dogs for the Blind’. 


Eric Crich, Branch Chairman, says 
‘The future of Cosby Toc H depends 
on our community work and 
working with other agencies — not 
competing with them’. Membership 
has recently increased by 25%, but 
they are not satisfied with that and 
are planning more recruitment . ‘We 
intend to make our 60th year a new 


beginning for Cosby Toc H’ says Eric. 


Pilgrimage 


2015 and a century of Toc H 
jeanne Battheu 1910-2001 


Young at Heart 


JUNE 2001 


Sprea ding 
Friendship 


Melton Mowbray Branches ran an 


Open Day to attract more volunteers 
to the Toc H Friendship Circle. The 
high spot was a presentation by two 
drama students from local Brooksby 
Melton College. The two, Elisabeth 
Mullins and Deborah Houston, had 
been visiting the Circle for the past 
three months to prepare their 
performance, which they organised 
as part of their course. lt was a 
highlight of a happy day. Among 
those present were John Biggerstaff 
(formerly a member of staff) and 
Joan. Two new people are now 
regularly attending the Circle. 


Toc H 


Toc H is committed to building a fairer 
soclety by working with communities 
to promote friendship and service, 
confront prejudice and practise 
reconciliation. 
Toc H is about people. Founded in 1915, 
Toc H works to break down barriers 
between people by challenging their 
prejudices about others and the divisions 
which exist in society. Its work is based on 
Christian principles, and people of all faiths, 
and of none, are welcomed. 
Toc H works with people from all walks of 
life, tackling social problems, such as 
loneliness and deprivation, through an _ 
approach which emphasises self-help, and 
encourages people to accept responsibility 
for themselves and their local community. 
Toc H uses the model of the compass to 
offer four personal challenges which are 
the inspiration for its members. 
These ‘Four Points of the Compass’ are 
set out on page 2. 

Toc H Is a registered charity No 211042. 
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Welcome to our 
New Members 


Brian Ball - S.E.Region 

Barbara Miller, Ellen Stanton - 
Chiltern Hills 

Diana Whaley - Elmstead 

Geoffrey Hoad, Hazel Hoad - 

High Brooms 

Joan Pollock - Llandrindod Wells 
Bobby Turner - Southport 

Paul Brown, Jennifer Gilchrist, 
Helen Stacey, Darrin Stephenson - 
Tyne and Wear 

Kathleen Baldock, Audrey Hanson - 
Wakefield 

Trevor Davis, David Ryland - Walsall 


Guest Members 


Cralg Fleming, Deborah Jones - 
Llandudno Friendship Circle 
Daniel Heath, W Glyn Williams - 
N.Wales and N.West Region 
Josephine Jellis - S.E.Region 


The Four Points of the Compass are: 


. Friendship - ‘To Love Widely’ - 
to welcome all in friendship, 

. Service - ‘To Bulld Bravely’ - 
to give personal service. 

. Fairmindedness - 'To Think Falrly* - 
to listen always to the views 
of others and to find one’s 
own convictions. 

. The Kingdom of God - ‘To Witness 
Humbly' - to acknowledge the 
spiritual nature of man, to practise 
the Christian way of life, and to 
help the truth to prevail. 

Polnt 3 Is the magazine of Toc H. It takes 
its name from the 3rd Point of the Toc H 
Compass, ‘Falrmindedness'’. It seeks to 
Inform, to encourage and to stimulate. 
Editor: John Mitchell c/o Toc H Central 
Services, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, 


Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT 

Tel: 01296 623911. Fax: 01296 696137 
E-mall: info@toch.org.uk 

Letters Editor : Ken Prideaux-Brune. 


Next copy deadline: 18th July 2001. 
A full copy of the current editorial policy 
is avallable on request from the Editor. 
The opinions expressed are those of the 
Individual concerned and not necessarily 
the views of the Editor or of Toc H. 
While Point 3 is made available to all 
members free of charge, voluntary 
contributions are welcome. 
The Editors reserve the right to cut 
or précis articles and letters submitted 
unless the writer specifically stipulates 
otherwise. 
Printed on chlorine-free, 
environmentally friendly paper. 
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YOUNG AT HEART 


t the age of 93 many people 
Ai: busy ‘being old’ - and 
accepting the limitations 


that come with old age. Some, 
however, defy the years, and one 
such is Anne Fletcher, Treasurer of 
West Central Branch in London. 
Anne has been a member of Toc H 
since she joined in Leicester in 1939, 
and is still deeply committed. But 
she has another string to her bow. 


relates that ‘the cancan costumes 
were beautiful, bright with red- 
boned bodices. The laces could be 
left undone at the back for those 
who had put on a bit of weight 
since they gave their measurements 
to the agency! There was no music; 
someone counted one-two-three 
and then we kicked. We had to 

do it several times before the 
photographer was satisfied’. 


NORWICH 
UNION 


E 
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Anne is a model. When she was 86 
her grandson, who works for an 
advertising agency, told her they 
were ‘short of Grannies’, Anne went 
for an audition and was signed up. 
Initially the roles tended to be 
Granny-like - and some still are; she 
featured in the major Norwich Union 
campaign ‘Together we’re stronger’ 
(see photo - courtesy of Elliot Erwit 
of Magnum). However, she became 
involved with Help the Aged and 
their campaign to show that the 
elderly could often do things 
younger people could not. That led 
to the ‘cancan' shoot - Anne is 
second from the right in the 

cancan picture. Anne used \ 


to teach under-5s, and used ee: 


dance and movement for 

that, and has retained the skills 

and fitness. Not many people of 93 
could high-kick, although Anne 
recognises she is lucky to be healthy 
and have plenty of energy. She 


Anne has been pictured as a Granny 
‘sucking eggs’, a fierce old lady 
toting a machine gun (for 
Neighbourhood Watch) and was 
even on Euro 2000 for a split second 
before all the England games. 


‘Many people don't realise that within 
an old body remains the essential 
person, unchanged throughout life’ 
says Anne. ‘We can recall our 
emotions, passion, grief, joy, love 
and, particularly in my case, the spirit 
of dance’. Keep dancing, Anne! 


CONGRATULATIONS and GOOD WISHES on their Diamond Weddings to: 


Albert and Kathleen Philpott, of Snettisham 


Ron and Jennie Bostock, of St. Helens 


and Elsie and Bert Wichett, of Ilford 


PILGRIMAGE 


by Geoff Smith, Director. 


oc H is in the middle of a 
great period of change. 
Change is at the same time 


challenging (we don't know what 
the outcome will be, there is risk 
involved, we may not like what 
the future holds) and exhilarating 
(where is all this leading and what 
will become of us?) 


In September | plan to take some 
time to reflect on these questions 
by undertaking a simple act of 
personal and public discipline. | 
am planning a pilgrimage. 


One of the great Christian pilgrimages 
was the journey to Santiago de 
Compostela in Spain. But there have 
been many pilgrimages and of course 
that classic of English Literature, 
Chaucer's Tales, tells of pilgrimage 

to Canterbury. 


For the Christian, pilgrimage is a 
way of life. Our home is the journey. 
In Toc H the journey continues to be 
the theme which underpins our 
membership. Toc H is not a static 
place; it was built on the principle of 
being open to a future into which it 
would be led by the God wha had 
called it into existence. 


I want to spend some time reflecting 
on the challenge implicit in the belief, 


As well as the Director’s walk, 


citizens to the sea-side. 


Toc H Week 
15th to 22nd September. 


e ‘Tea-parties (see back cover) are being planned 
as far apart as Weymouth and Harrogate. 


e Chiseldon Branch in Wilts are planning a special 
blood donor and membership recruitment day. 


e High Brooms Branch in Kent are taking senior 


What are YOU going to do? 


which was held so firmly by the 
Founder Padre, that the answer to 
the question, ‘What will become of 
Toc H?’ is constantly calling us from 
the future. What better way to do 
that reflecting than to make the 
physical journey from where Toc H 
had its beginnings, in Poperinge, to 
the place where Tubby Clayton 
served as Vicar and which became 
the spiritual home of Toc H, All 
Hallows on Tower Hill. 


At one level it is a relatively easy 
journey, around about 125 miles, 
easily accomplished within a week. 
It will commence after the Talbot 
House AGM and conclude a week 
later at All Hallows. At another level 
it will of course be a profoundly 
challenging journey of some 85 
years from a country infused with 
the memory of a conflict which tore 
Europe apart to a country which, 
more than ever, needs the values 
that Toc H brings to its work. 


It will be both a physical journey, 
needing a compass which relies on 
magnetic north, and a symbolic 
journey, relying entirely on the Four 
Points of the Compass. 


Economics are never far from 
pilgrimage; in fact the Pilgrimage of 
Grace in 1536 arose almost entirely 


from economic concerns. Someone 
has to feed, clothe and house the 
pilgrims and as | have never tired 
of reminding the congregations | 
have served, if there is to be a 
communion, someone has to buy 
the bread and wine. 


Some of you have kindly offered to 
support this pilgrimage further by 
sponsoring the walk itself. 1 am 
very grateful to you for that. So far 
over £500 has been promised or 
donated. Whilst it would not be 
wise to claim that the efforts of 
one person could clear the annual 
deficit, | think that the concept of 
a Director's appeal has some merit 
in drawing attention to the real 
financial concerns which currently 
affect Toc H. 


Many pilgrimages had a symbol or 
badge. At Santiago de Compostela 
the symbol was a shell. And many 
pilgrims had a special prayer. For this 
pilgrimage there can be no better 
badge than the lamp, which is the 
symbol of Toc H. No better rationale 
than the 1989 Statement of 
Reaffirmation, the journey inward, 
the journey outward. No better 
prayer than the Toc H prayer which 
| will say at 8.00 a.m., Noon and 
6.00 p.m. every day and invite you 
to say with me, wherever you are. 


Poperinge. The party took place during the Poperinge 
Carnival weekend, and was run by Tubby’s Poperinge 
Group with help from a team of U.K. volunteers. In 
previous years the Group and the U.K. volunteers have 
taken part in the Carnival itself (remember the Mad Cow 
float?) but this year they decided on a change of activity. 


2015 and a Century of Toc H 


From Geoff Smith, Director. 


‘New Addington owes a lot to Toc H’. 
This was a view, strongly supported 
by others attending, expressed at a 
meeting to discuss a new Toc H 
initiative in New Addington. It was 
clear that many of the community 
organisations and initiatives which 
made up the ‘social capital’ of this 
community on the edge of Croydon 
owed their inspiration to Toc H and 
the activities of a Toc H branch. 


In the ‘new’ Toc H, branches will 
continue to be the primary Toc H 
method. At local level branches 

will continue to study the needs of 
their local community and develop 
appropriate responses to meet those 
needs. Indeed it is very much the view 
of the Governance Committee that 
branches will continue to be the local 
expression of Toc H's charitable 
purpose, building better communities. 


There will be greater accountability, 
some regulation, but what will be far 
clearer is the support that branches 
can expect and from whom that 
support will come. 


Change has generated both fear and 
anxiety in Toc H. This response is 
understandable. However, as the 
detail of the changes, most of which 
have been identified or requested by 
branches and regions, has been 
published it is, | hope, becoming clear 
to members that change will in fact 
empower and enable the new regional 
companies to take Toc H forward. They 
will be able to take advantage of new 
opportunities arising from increased 
expectations of what the voluntary 
sector can offer society, changes in 
charity law to enable charities to 
respond to these expectations, and 
funding to pay for these responses. 
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From top-down to bottom-up 


In practice Toc H will change from 
being a top-down organisation to a 
bottom-up one. The Directors of the 
regional companies will be elected by 
the membership on the basis of one 
member, one vote. The elected 
members will have the power to co-opt 
and co-optees will have to become 
members of Toc H. 


The regional boards will nominate or 
elect two people from each board to 
serve on the National Committee, 
again with the power to co-opt, 
again co-optees will have to become 
members of Toc H. 


Regional Companies will have a strong 
asset base, made up of existing 
regional funds together with branch 
funds. Branch funds will continue to 
be used to fund local branch activity 
and held in branch accounts but will 
legally be part of the company's 
assets, rather than as now, legally 
part of Toc H's national asset base. 
This empowering of regional boards 
will be strengthened by the fact that 
membership will be held regionally. 


As now, branches will undertake local 
project activity for which they will 

raise funds. These Jobs’ will continue, 
to form the basis of Toc H's local 
presence. They will be accompanied by 
other regional activity, building on the 
other three Toc H methods, Friendship 
Circles, Families under Pressure and 
the Volunteer Programme. 


The role of staff 


Regional boards will operate in response 
to branch and member prompting, 


acting within the si: «c policy as + 
by Toc H nationally. i> Director or 
Deputy Director will normally attend > 
regional board meeting to act as a liaison 
between Central Services and each 
regional company. If a board wishes tu 
develop its activities into any of the four 
methods adopted by Toc H a National 
Development Officer will be available for 
advice and practical assistance. 


Dependent on funding being available, 
regional companies will be able to 

develop regional resource centres to 3 
provide office accommodation and they 

will be able to appoint staff. 


The economic relationship between the 
centre, the regions and the branches will 
also be clear, with a simple membership 
fee, a partnership fee and a levy of 10% 
on regional company expenditure. 


A structure for the future 


It has been suggested that the new 
structure is a complex one for a dying 
organisation. In fact it is not particularly 
complex and in practice seeks to provide 
a means by which Toc H in the future ~ 
can operate according to what the law 
requires and common sense demands. 
But it is not a structure to govern the 
Toc H of today; it has been designed to 
enable a new Toc H to emerge. 


We claim to be a Christian movement 
but behave as though we don't 
believe in resurrection. We claim to 

be Christian but fail to recognise that 
repentance and redirection is a central 
part of the message of Salvation for 
individuals and organisations. We claim 
to be Christian but fail to recognise 
that Christ is always going before us 
into the future. 


We are committed to numerical growth, 
financial growth and the growth in a 
variety of activities that will enable 
communities of the 21st Century to 
say, ‘We owe a lot to Toc H’. 


10p times 1Km = £4,000 


nce upon a time branches used 
O to collect ‘A mile of Pennies’. 

Full marks to Much Wenlock 
Branch for getting up to date! They 
aim to complete a fill kilometre of 10p 
pieces, which amounts to £4,000, and 
it is going to ‘The Schools under the 
Sky‘ project in Bangladesh. 


Our picture shows one of the first 
events, when a Primary school at 
Cressage collected 9 metres of 10ps 
(£34.40) in their lunch hour. Sally 
Walton, Branch Secretary, reports that 
the collection took place ‘amidst many 
cheers from us and them. Sticking 


10ps onto a long line of sticky tape 
seems to appeal to all ages. The 
children also entered a poster 
competition to advertise the event, 
and we gave several prizes for their 
innovative and compassionate art 
work. Wouldn't it be great if we could 
extend this to other areas?’ 


(How about starting one in Toc H Week 
in September? - Ed) 


Much Wenlock is an active branch in 
other ways, and have been running a 
successful Senior Citizens Lunch Club 
since 1983. 


SAF. i Y-BY-THE-SEA 


weekend break in Skegness 

may not seem that unusual. 

But for four families from a 
women’s refuge in Harrogate it was a 
wonderful and much enjoyed break. 


Some time ago Ripon and District 
Branch had a speaker about this refuge. 
They heard of the abuse faced by 
women, and the place of safety 

that the refuge offers. This led to a 
branch visit to meet some of the Mums, 
and this, in turn, led to the project. 

A small group of Toc H members, led 

by Margaret Dunwell and Philippa 
Borchard, accompanied the four Mums 
and seven children. There should have 
been another family, but shortly before 
the event the father discovered their 
whereabouts so they had to move 
away at short notice. As Phillipa says, 
‘this underlines the fragile security in 
these situations - in contrast to which a 
weekend away in secure surroundings 
is a welcome break’. 


The venue was the Derbyshire Childrens 
Holiday Centre. This is managed by 
former staff member, Roger Giles, and 
he and his staff gave a warm welcome 
and provided the first meal. The centre 
has good facilities including a games 


presenting a cheque for £200 to the 
local St Jonn Ambulance. The event 
generated good local press coverage. 


Farewell to Caister Branch, which has 
closed after 40 years. For the last 25 
years the branch had its own meeting 


room, art room, TV and video and a 
Sports Hall. Philippa reports that when 
the children discovered a cupboard full 
of toys ‘they created chaos and had 

a lovely time!’ There were also trips out 
- to the swimming pool and children's 
amusements. Altogether it was a 
happy and enjoyable weekend for all. 


The Branch had to do considerable 
fund-raising to achieve this. They were 
glad to receive a grant from the Rural 
Partnership Scheme which paid for 
the transport. They are considering a 
repeat next year but, perhaps more 
important, they are also seeking to 
involve the Mums in other Toc H 
events. And all this by a Branch of just 
five members, but who have learned 
the trick of involving others! 
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place, a small ‘hut’ courtesy of the 
Parish Council. This has been 
demolished and the Branch has 
created a lovely seated area which will 
be a lasting reminder of Toc H in the 
village. Our photo shows the dedication 
of the area last summer with, from 
right, Cyril Burrage (Branch Chairman), 
the Rev T.Thompson and John Myatt 
(Parish Council Chairman). 


And farewell to Wolverton Branch 
which, before it closed in November, 
donated to Milton Keynes General 
Hospital four kidney dialysis chairs and 
two special blood pressure machines. 
This equipment was pp a 
desperately needed AL 4 
and will serve a s5 

wide range of 
people. Several 
members recently 
visited the Renal 
unit to see the gifts 
in use, each of 
which has a small 
plaque recording the ce 
fact that they were 
given by Toc H. 
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WHERE I STAND å 


by Barry Broadmeadow. 


| stand on the edge of a field. 

Iam on the boundaries of life. 

1 have been put out to grass. 

The phone seldom rings. 

I stare at the participants, the achievers 

And those who seem to get the honours 

And the cash. 

A cold wind blows across the field to 
emphasise 

The bleakness within me. 

It is colder than the sparkling stars in 
the remote heavens. 

I view with disbelief at the incredible 
priorities 

And the way ! have been discarded 

Along with countless others. 


Somehow I have to search for something 
of use. 

Somehow | have to stem the sadness in 
me at the waste 

Of a lifetime. 

Just because ! am unnoticed and my 
opinion unsought for; 

Just because | am sick; 

Just because | am of no use; 

Does that mean I am worthless? 

Is my heart pumping for nothing? 

Is my frail love of no avail? 

Is my vision to be lost? 

Are my dreams just fragments of 
disillusionment? 

Will my feelings be trampled on? 

Do | have to continue entangled in 
this quagmire? 

I have sought the countenance of God. 

l have sought his dwelling place. 

Where are the boundaries of His 
Kingdom? 

In my weakness I throw myself upon 
his mercy and love. 

He was there all the time I was hurting. 

I am not alone in the abyss of pain 
and rejection. 

His Spirit is alive in my heart. 

When | am moved with compassion the 

Spirit breathes love into the situation. 

His prompting proves to me that my 
soul is alive. 

God has a use for me and I can, in some 
small measure, 

Reveal His love. 

Then I can experience redemption and 
feel joy 

In His glory. 

Then I can discover that | am not 
discarded, 

I can be of service in some small way. 

The world may have passed me by but 
God has not. 

Let it be always so. 


Barry Broadmeadow lives in Penmaenmawr 
and is a Central Councillor for the North 
Wales and North West Region. Barry came 
into Toc H through a Friendship Circle. 


GIVING, NOT TAKING 

Concerning paragraph 8 of the recent 
letter sent to members by the Director, 
I think we should not be looking at what 
services could be offered to members, 
such as bulk purchasing schemes and 
insurance schemes, even though other 
bodies may offer them. To me, Toc H 
has always been about giving rather 
than receiving, even though one often 
finds that heart-inspired giving brings 
unexpected rewards. 


| have tried to follow the prayer of 
St Ignatius Loyola (previously used by 
the Toc H Women's Association) ‘..to 
give and not to count the cost... and not 
to ask for any reward...'. We ourselves 
should not be seeking any benefits. 
Does anyone else agree with me? If so, 
please say so. 

Joyce Green 

Leicester 


GOOD NEWS 
| was interested to read in Point 3 ‘To 
Practise Thanksgiving’, an article | wrote 
for the Toc H Journal 50 years ago. As 
you remarked, it is dated, but it still 
applies to the world today. Day after day 
we hear and read news of bad events all 
over the world. To avoid monotony a few 
items of good news are included. On the 
other hand, Point 3 publishes good news 
of the movement. Although | left the 
movement a long time ago | still thank 
God for it and all that it meant to me. 
Frank Figg 
Luton 


A REUTERS MAN IN GERMANY 

As someone who has been associated 
with Toc H since 1942, | would like to 
make a special offer to Point 3 readers 
of my two books, which recount my 
experiences as a Reuters correspondent 
in the two Germanys in the 1950s: 

1) Reuters Reporter in Divided Germany 


1955-58 (186 pages, softback, 
illustrated, mp £8.95 but to be had 
from me direct for £7 incl. p & p); 

2) Reuters Reporter Among the 
Communists 1958-59 (252 pages, 
softback, illustrated, rrp £10 but 
direct from me £8 incl. p & p); the 
two books together: £13.50. Cheques 
should be sent to me. 

The books, based on my now 54 year-old 

diary, have been praised by German 

readers as a contribution to reconciliation 
between Britain and Germany. The first 
book gives a lively political, economic and 
personal picture of the two Germanys in 
the Cold War. The second continues that 
story but then describes my first 

(positive) experiences of Kruschev (in 

East Germany, Poland and Hungary) and 

my five-month assignment as the first 

non-communist correspondent accredited 
in East Germany. 

Peter B Johnson 

47 Braeside, Beckenham, Kent BR3 1ST 


JEANNE BATTHEU: 1910 - 2001 


n 6th December 1916 a little 
O girl of six walked into Talbot 

House, Poperinge. Jeanne was 
one of the children invited to a party 
run by British soldiers to celebrate 
St Nicholas Day that year. Throughout 
her life she retained vivid memories of 
that occasion, and her first meeting 
with Tubby Clayton. 


On her death, on 6th April this year, 
Toc H lost its last direct link with its 
first years. Jeanne was too young to 
be a refugee, so stayed in or near 
Poperinge throughout the War. She 
often talked about those days. 

She was deeply moved by her first 
encounter with gas victims; despite 
being so young, she was pressed 
into taking cans of milk to them. On 
one occasion she saw a condemned 
soldier being taken to the infamous 
‘death cells’ in the Town Hall, and 
was puzzled as to the meaning of the 
white patch sewn on the left breast 
of his jacket. 


As a result of her wartime encounters 
she spoke English, French, German 
and even a little Chinese, which she 
picked up from members of the Hong 
Kong Labour Corps. She was well 
aware, however, that some of the 
language she learned that way was 
not exactly what would have been 
taught in school. 
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Jeanne remained a staunch friend of 
Toc H throughout her long life. Even 
while Talbot House was in German 
occupation between 1940 and 1944, 
she and her sister would often call at 
the neighbour's house and look over 
the wall to check that her beloved 
‘Old House’ was not being desecrated. 


She had a particular gift for making 
friends with young people which she 
retained to the end, and they enjoyed 
her daily visits to Talbot House as 
much as older members. She once 
said that she tried to learn something 
new every day, because ‘it's the best 
way to remain young’. The highspot 
of many group visits to Talbot House 
was Jeanne at the piano, belting out 
old wartime songs such as ‘It's a long 
way to Tipperary’ and usually being 
persuaded to play the Poperinge hop- 
picking song 'In den Hommelpluk’ as 
her finale! For many, a visit to Talbot 
House in future will somehow seem 
incomplete without her - and there 
will surely be a lot less laughter. 


In 1995 the Cuffley Youth Centres 
Music and Drama group wrote a 
musical that celebrated 80 years of 
Talbot House seen through her eyes. 
This was played at a number of 
venues in the U.K. and twice in 
Poperinge. The group appeared with 
her on local TV. Jeanne was quite 
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Photo by kind permission of Mrs Sabine Allemeersch. 


familiar with TV cameras; many 
stations, including BBC and ITV, 
sought her out for interviews and 
comments about the War years. 


Jeanne's funeral in St Bertin’s Church 
attracted a huge congregation, 
including many friends of Talbot 
House. There was also a small group 
of British members, including 
Chairman Di Claxton. The Dean of 
Poperinge emphasised Jeanne's long 
association with Talbot House, and 
used the Toc H Four Points of the 
Compass as the basis of his prayers. 


There will be a Memorial Service for 
Jeanne in the Upper Room at Talbot 
House on 15th September. 


(We are grateful to Bertin Deneire, 
from whose longer tribute to Jeanne 
much of the above has been taken, 
and also to Katrien Louagie and John 
Burgess for other parts of it.) 


Norah Bloxham died in March. She and 
her husband Ken (a Toc H staff padre in 
Australia and the U.K.) demonstrated 
Christian witness world-wide through 
Methodism and Toc H. She was one of 
the leaders who helped oil the wheels of 
integration of Toc H and the Women's 
Association. She played a key role in the 
choice, purchase, establishment and 
development of Alison House, of which 
she was a trustee until she retired four 
years ago. She was a remarkable lady 
and the combination of her penetrating 
intellect and real compassion made her 

a formidable force within Toc H. She 

and Ken used the peripatetic nature of 
Methodism to make life-long links 
wherever they were based. She will be 
sorely missed and is a great loss not only 
to her own but to all the Toc H family. MH 


Jeff Christmas, a member for over 60 
years, in Hereford, Fairford and latterly N. 
Bucks and Oxford, was a keen supporter 
of Toc H's centres. Mary Edwards writes: 
‘Members of the Dor Knap Committee 
remember that he was the landscape 
artist who provided the drawings and 
measurements for the toposcope which 
was erected on the terrace overlooking 
the Vale of Evesham and the backdrop 
of the Malvern Hills. He had hours of 
enjoyment studying that landscape and 
pin-pointing the various topographical 
points. Later, at Cuddesdon House, 
Jeffrey provided the artwork for the large 
sign-boards at the entrance. Later, he, his 
wife and his sister Rosemary were often 
to be seen quietly and unobtrusively 
working on the flower beds - giving time, 
energy and enthusiasm for horticulture as 
well as to Toc H and its properties’. 


Lily Phipps, who died in March, was a 
long-standing member of Ilford Branch. 
For many years she was ‘jobbie’ and kept 
members busy. She often composed 
prayers for our meetings, and entered the 
Toc H Poetry competition. Lily was a 
supporter of the Salvation Army and an 
enthusiastic worker for a local Barnardo's 


TRIBUTES 


home, where she knew most of the 
children by name. She was always 
cheerful despite constant pain in recent 
months. A very kind, happy member who 
will be fondly remembered. EW 


South Western members will remember 
Enld Shaw, who died in April, as an 
enthusiastic secretary of Sherborne (W) 
Branch and the Blackmore Vale District, 
and later the Dorset Border District. She 
was ever present at Toc H events in the 
locality, and pitched in with the best. DT 


John Orange, who died in April after a 
short illness, was a very active member 
of Boston Branch until its closure, and 
he continued his interest in Toc H by 
becoming Area Members secretary, a 
job he did with great enthusiasm. He 
was also a great Christian and worked 
tirelessly for his church. He will be sadly 
missed by all who knew him. EV 


Woking Branch lost a valued member on 
the death of Gladys Dale, in February. A 
member for over 50 years, she worked 
hard for Toc H, carrying the principles 
through to many other charities. She was 
involved with swimming for the disabled, 
and was a hard working secretary of the 
Toc H club for the Blind for 40 years until it 
closed three years ago. She would often 
recall being a member of a Woking party 
which was at Poperinge in the 1960's when 
H.M.The Queen and Prince Philip visited 
Talbot House. Gladys was always modest, 
but had a character and personality of her 
own. She will be greatly missed. EG 


Arthur Williams, who died in January, joined 
Stockport Branch in 1978 and was soon 
very involved, along with other members, 
with the Toc H library at Stepping Hill 
Hospital. He then became Branch Treasurer 
for a number of years, and was then Pilot 
until his death. He enjoyed going to the 
Children’s Camp at Adlington when he 
could, as well as other branch trips. He 
was a real gentleman and a dedicated 
Christian, and he will be greatly missed. RF 
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Harry Gee was a leading light in Leicester, 
both in the community and in Toc H, for 
many years, including a long period as 
Area Chairman. He was a staunch 
supporter of Mark X1. He served many 
other charities, often as Chairman, and 
supported them generously. He was also 
Chairman of the Chamber of Commerce 
among many other such appointments. 
The Rev Derek Buxton writes ‘He was 
absolutely faithful in all that he did; he 
never missed meetings or gave excuses. 
| came as a young bachelor to Leicester 
and lived in the Mark. | came straight 
from Oxford and was alone in the middle 
of a strange industrial city. Every time 
Harry saw me he would come and ask 
how | was. He was exceptional in that he 
was the only person who always did this, 
although many others were wonderfully 
kind. | use it as an illustration of the sort 
of man Harry Gee was... Toc H will never 
have a more loyal supporter’. 


David Owen, who died in April, came to 
Toc H relatively late in life when he joined 
the staff in 1982. Until retirement in 1987 
he worked in the Finance Department as 
HQ Administrator, and made many friends. 
On his retirement he threw himself into 
two areas of Toc H as a volunteer. He 
became actively involved in Friendship 
Circles, and was until recently a key — 

and unfailingly regular - volunteer with one 
of the Aylesbury Circles. He also served 
Circles at other levels, and was always 

a valued presence on Circle holidays. 
David also became deeply involved with 
Talbot House, Poperinge, becoming a 
member of the Administrative Council. 

For the past ten years he was British 
Treasurer of the Talbot House Association 
and played an important role in the 
successful re-organisation of its finances. 


Wilhelmina (Mina) Willlams, dear friend 
and treasurer of Higham Ferrers Ladies 
Branch, died on 19th April after a short 
illness. Mina will be greatly missed by all, 
and the Branch gives thanks for the 
times shared with her. IM 


In February 

Joyce Beales M.E.Region 

‘Gladys’ Dale Woking 

Ronald Gunter Swindon & 
Wroughton 

In March 

Stephen Bent N.E.Region 


Wessex District 
Southern Region 


Nora Bloxham 
Ronald Denman 


Geoffrey Elmes Buckingham 
Lilian Phipps liford & Seven Kings 
Arthur Williams Stockport 


OBITUARIES 


In April 


Jeanne Battheu Poperinge 

Thomas Harden Kennington 

Mildred Hawkins Swindon & 
Wroughton 


Norman Larner 
John Orange 


David Owen 
Edgar Platt 


Enid Shaw 


Wilhelmina Williams 


Cirencester 
Lincolnshire 
District 
N.Bucks District 
Manchester 
Children's Camp 
S.E.Region 
Higham Ferrers 


In May 

‘Maud’ Brooker S.E.Region 
Edith Churchill Cardiff 
‘Tom' Fosbrook Barkingside 
Violet Walker M.E.Region 


Not previously recorded 


Yvonne Battheu Poperinge 
Marie Gordon-Jones Bideford 
Grace Peacock Saltburn 
Charles Rollings Avon District 
Ronald Saich S.E.Region 


Due to the lack of space in this issue of Point 3, the My Favourlte Prayer article will continue In the next Point 3. 


N.O.R.R. RALLY 


The ‘North of the River’ Rally this year will be 
at St. Nicholas Church Hall, Harpenden (1/2 mile 
from the station) on Saturday, September 22nd. 
All welcome. 


Toc H WEEK - 15th to 22nd September 2001 


CELEBRATING 
VOLUNTEERING 


Toc H Week this year will be from the 15th to 
22nd September. Once again this is our 
opportunity to tell the world (or at least our 
part of it) that Toc H is alive and well, and 
making a contribution to our local communities. 


Arrivals from Noon: Lunch at 1.0 p.m.: 
Finish by 5.00 p.m. 


Speaker: Ken Prideaux-Brune. A closing 

service will be led by Reg. Chaplain Colin Elliott. 
Entertainment, Raffle, Shop. 

Cost: £6.00 

Tickets (and map) can be obtained by writing 
to Chris Stoneham, 71 Colvin Gardens, Hainault, 
Essex, IG6 2LQ - tel: 020 8270 5742. with 
cheque - payable to Tac H - for the full cost of 
the tickets. 


As before, every branch is encouraged to 
participate by organising some event or activity 
to raise the profile of Toc H in their local area. 
Branches can promote their activities, recruit 
new members or raise funds for Toc H. 


This year, let's do what Toc H does well and 
HAVE A TEA PARTY! 


TOC H POLO SHIRTS 


There is a now a supply of new Toc H Polo shirts 
at Central Services — for sale. They come in sizes 
Medium, Large and Extra Large. 2 Colours — 
Black with white logo, and White with blue logo — 
the logo measures 5cm by 4cm. 


Price £7 per shirt + £2 p&p PER ORDER. 


Why not wear one as a contribution to Toc H Week 
in September? 


2001 is the International Year of Volunteers and 
we are all being encouraged to celebrate 
volunteering. What better way than to invite 
members, helpers and - especially - quests 
round for a cup of tea? It would be a chance to 
tell them about Toc H, and local branch 
activities, and to help you run it well, there will 
be a special planning pack available. 


GIFT AID 


Toc H urgently needs more money. A painless way of 
giving it is to give under Gift Aid - which makes your 
donation worth 28pence more per £1. Any donation 
of £1 or more - regular or ‘one-off’ — will qualify if you 
complete the declaration. Ask your branch treasurer 
for details or contact Central Services. 


If you can help, write to John Dunwell (Toc H 
Week) at Toc H, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT. Tell him what you 
are planning and, if it IS a tea party you will be 
sent a pack to help. 


NOTE: Please remember that the declaration stays 

in force indefinitely. IF your circumstances change 

and you no longer pay tax, you must cancel the 
declaration (or you will be liable to pay the tax on 
your donation yourself!). With tax thresholds changing 
every year, and ISA investments, some members do 
indeed move out of the tax bracket. 


CORRECTION 
WORLD CHAIN OF LIGHT 2001 


In our last issue we announced that the World 
Chain of Light this year would start from 
Zimbabwe. That was correct. However, we then 
said it should be observed in the U.K. at 9-0 p.m. 
on 11th November. That was wrong. It should, 
of course, have said 11th DECEMBER. Apologies 
for any confusion caused. 


FREE P.C.S TO CHARITIES 


The Ford Motor Company have 400 PC.s 
to donate to registered charities, which will be 
donated on a first-come, first-served basis. 
If you want further information contact 
Simon Otter, on Tel: 0208 526 4061 or 
Fax 0208 526 4590 or Email: sotter2@ford.com 


Designed and Printed by HB&A London 020-7831 7076 


